July
2010

7/7
New Volunteer
Orientation
CVLS office
12:00 PM
7/16
Last day to register
at the reduced rate
for Race Judicata

The case of the missing insurance.
Upcoming Events - Upcoming Events - Upcoming Events - Upcoming Events - Upcoming Events - Upcoming Events

Mark Your
Calendars
Now!

7/21
Packet Pickup for
Race Judicata
11:30 AM to 6:30 PM
7/22
Race Judicata
Upper Hutchinson
Field
6:30 PM Start
8/8
New Volunteer
Orientation
CVLS office
12:00 PM
8/24
Seminar: Adoption
Proceedures
by Court GALs
Sidley Austin
12:15 PM
9/22
Seminar: Estate
Administration
by Steve Raminiak
CVLS office
12:15 PM

Have

you ever thought that you were in the good graces of your
insurance company, only to discover that they are dumping you and refusing
payment when you finally need them? Well you are not alone.
Barbara, a retired U.S. Postal worker, needed to purchase a car, but her
credit issues made her ineligible for financing. Her daughter was kind enough
to obtain financing under her name. She also arranged for insurance, showing
Barbara as the primary driver. The situation worked out well. All payments were
made on time and in Barbara’s name. Then in August the horrific happened.
Barbara’s car was stolen.
When Barbara made a claim to her insurance company, the representative
authorized the rental of a car. A week later, the insurer contacted the rental car
company and informed them that they would not pay for the rental car. Then,
a claims adjuster called and told her that they would not be reimbursing her
for the stolen car because it was not insured. They claimed that, because they
didn’t know that Barbara was driving the car, they did not have to honor their
contract. Therefore, they intended to refund all of the premiums and cancel the
policy, retroactively.
Barbara came to CVLS for help and volunteer attorney Adam R. Tondryk
of LawyerLink LLC was glad to lend a hand. Although, initially, the insurer’s
attorney indicated that they might be willing to settle, Barbara’s hopes were
later dashed when the insurer discovered that Barbara owed more on the
car than it was worth. After Adam notified the attorney of his intent to file a
lawsuit, the insurer’s attorney asked for a two week delay. Then he asked for
more time to try to resolve the issue. Eventually, Adam had had enough and
notified the insurer that he intended to move forward and he would not agree
to a third delay. Two days later the insurer offered to pay the full value of the
car. The finance company agreed to accept that settlement amount as full and
final payment on the loan. The insurer also agreed to pay $1,050 for loss of use
of Barbara’s car, which, according to their policy, is the maximum amount they
can pay.
Barbara was very happy with the result because, in addition to having
the entire loan and rental car expenses covered, she also had an additional
$1,050 to put towards a new car. An insurance company was forced to fulfill its
legal obligations because Barbara had an attorney who was willing to fight for
her in court. Thank you Adam, great job.


New home study and drug
test order procedures.
Attention all GALs: The Probate Court
has changed the process for getting home
study and drug test orders to the appropriate
agencies. Once you get a home study or drug
test order, you MUST send a copy of that order
to the appropriate agency.
Fax home study orders to:
Melissa Jennings, ACA at 312- 603-9909

Liberty Bell awarded to
CVLS volunteer.

Fax drug test orders to:
Karen Goldberg, Probate Division, at 312-6036721
Make sure the faxes go through and keep your
receipts. This should help ensure compliance by
your next court date. If you have any problems
or questions, contact Alecia Wartowski at 312332-1916 or at awartoski@cvls.org. Thanks for
your ongoing hard work and your efforts to
keep children safe in Chicago.

Introducing Sanya Devi
Bajowala.

Congratulations to CVLS volunteer and
former PILI student Reena Bajowala and her
husband Adnan on their new baby girl Sanya.
Born May 2nd, she weighed in at 6 pounds 7
ounces and measured 19.5 inches. Everyone is
doing just fine and mom and dad are just loving
this new addition to their family.

Picture by Bill Richert Photography

CVLS volunteer, Bertha (B) Serrano of
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP was honored with
the CBA’s Liberty Bell Award on April 26th.
Each year the Liberty Bell Award is given to a
nonlawyer whose exemplary community service
has advanced the ideals of law and justice. B
juggles significant responsibility organizing
Drinker’s clinic at Our Lady of Mercy in Albany
Park, and working with Drinker attorneys on
difficult cases. B’s volunteer work, done with
joy and passion, is exactly what the Liberty Bell
Award is meant to recognize. Congratulation
B—you deserve this honor.

Rebekah leads!
There’s a star among us. She shines brightly and can
often be seen late at night doing good deeds until the sun
rises. Her legend strikes fear into the hearts of predatory
lenders and brings hope to the downtrodden masses. People
whisper her name to each other in dark corners using hushed
voices and awed tones, not quite able to believe that such
a being truly exists. Well we will stay quiet no longer! Her
name is Rebekah Rashidfarokhi, CVLS staff attorney, and in
case you haven’t figured it out yet, she’s kind of a big deal. So
much so that the Iranian American Bar Association (IABA)
has elected her to be their Chicago Chapter Representative.
They knew that her caliber is unmatched and that she can
bring the “down to earth” perspective that only a CVLS lawyer
can provide. Congratulations Rebekah. Now go and spread
your good deeds across the nation.

CVLS welcomes new
staff.

Results of the Board
and Junior Board
elections.
T

Michael Edelberg, Shirley Chiu, Susie Bucaro, and Avani Patel.

CVLS

would like to introduce the
newest additions to our family: Staff attorneys,
Shirley Chiu and Avani Patel, interim clinic
coordinator Michael Edelberg, and summer
PILI interns, Susie Bucaro and Lillian Ringel.
This good looking group is eager to join the
fight to provide equal access to justice for
all. Welcome aboard. Also, congratulations
to Veronica Rodriguez, CVLS’ new Chancery
Court Access to Justice paralegal.

he results of our Board and Junior Board
elections are in. Please welcome Folarin S. Dosunmu
of Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP, Adam
Goodman of The Goodman Law Offices, Margaret
Curtiss-Hannon of Northwestern University
School of Law, Kristen Hudson of Schopf & Weiss
and Joseph Tylutki of the McDonalds Corporation
to our Board of Directors. Sasha M. Reyes of Baker
& McKenzie LLP will be acting as the new Board
Secretary. Christopher Skey of DLA Piper and
Sandy Morris of Chico & Nunes PC have moved
onto our Executive Committee. Sadly we say
goodby to Brian Bosch of Surginex, John Sciaccotta
of Shefsky & Froelich, Jim Shepherd of Navigant
Consulting Inc, Jared Cloud of McDermott Will &
Emery and Steven Hunter of Quarles & Brady LLP.
The Junior Board welcomes Eleni
Apostolopoulos, Katie Walton of Lathem &
Watkins LLP and Kenneth Mallory. We say
goodbye to David Wolff and Rachael Mamula of
McDermott Will & Emery LLP who’s terms have
expired. Congratulations to Maura Harrington
of Feinberg & Barry P.C. who is the new chair
with Kimberly Halvorsen of Clifford Law Offices
as Second Chair and Emily Schnidt of Horwitz,
Richardson & Baker LLC as Third Chair. Brion
Doherty of Stotis & Baird now serves as ex officio,
Immediate Past President.

Would like to thank the sponsors of

GOLF FORE
JUSTICE 2010

LaSalle Process Servers
Chen Nelson Roberts Ltd.
























































 

























 


























 






















  
 
 





 



 




 
 
 













CVLS Seminar Registration
August - September

August 24 “Adoption Procedures”
by Court GALs
The last few years have brought continuing changes to adoption
procedures. CVLS is thankful to have the GALs themselves to discuss
these changes and teach you how to make sure your adoption case
keeps moving along smoothly and efficiently. They will discuss basic
adoption practice and give you best practices advice on this hot topic.
This is a don’t miss program for any volunteer who handles adoption
cases. NOTE: This seminar will be held at Sidley Austin LLP, 1 N.
Dearborn, Chicago, IL. 38th Floor Conference Center.

September 22 “Estate Administration”
by Steve Raminiak, of Deutsch, Levy & Engel, Chartered
Please join us as CVLS Volunteer Steve Raminiak, of Deutsch, Levy
& Engel, Chartered presents a comprehensive look at decedents’
estate administration in the Circuit Court of Cook County.
Steve concentrates his practice in estate planning as well as the
administration of estates and trusts established for decedents, minors
and disabled persons.

All seminars are held from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. at 100 North LaSalle, Suite 900.
Archived seminars can be found at www.illinoisprobono.org.
Return to:
		
		
		

Seminar Registration, Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
100 North LaSalle, Suite 900, Chicago, 60602.2405
FAX:312-332-1460
EMAIL: jengle@cvls.org
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